
RULE 310
Date adopted:  02/16/00

Note:
• These permit conditions do not allow for:

a) Unpaved parking lots;
b) Vehicle use in open areas;
c) Bulk material transport, hauling, handling and open storage piles;
d) Placement of bulk material onto paved surfaces; and
e) Earthmoving operations on disturbed surface areas one acre or greater.

Earthmoving activities associated with construction may be conducted after a separate
earthmoving permit is obtained from the Control Officer)

• In Permit Condition B 1) b) please make an appropriate selection.

PERMIT CONDITIONS FOR DUST GENERATING OPERATIONS:

A. Dust Control Plan Required:  The Permittee shall submit a Dust Control Plan and obtain the
Control Officer’s approval of the Dust Control Plan, before commencing any routine dust
generating operation. The Dust Control Plan shall include all the information contained in County
Rule 310, Section 304 and shall describe all control measures to be implemented before, after, and
while conducting any dust generating operation, including during weekends, after work hours, and
on holidays.  Any control measure that is implemented must meet the applicable standards described
in these permit conditions, as determined by the corresponding test method(s), as applicable, and
must meet other applicable standards set forth in County Rule 310.

[County Rule 310 §303 and 303.3(b)] [SIP Rule 310 §303 and 303.3(b)]

Failure to comply with the provisions of an approved Dust Control Plan is deemed to be a violation
of this Permit.  Regardless of whether an approved Dust Control Plan is in place or not, the Permittee
is still subject to all requirements of these permit conditions at all times.  In addition, the Permittee
with an approved Dust Control Plan is still subject to all of the requirements of these permit
conditions, even if the Permittee is complying with the approved Dust Control Plan.

[County Rule 310 §303.1] [SIP Rule 310 §303.1]

If the Control Officer determines that an approved Dust Control Plan has been followed, yet fugitive
dust emissions from any given fugitive dust source still exceed limits from this permit condition, then
the Permittee shall make written revisions to the Dust Control Plan and shall submit such revised
Dust Control Plan to the Control Officer within three working days of receipt of the Control Officer's
written notice, unless such time period is extended by the Control Officer, upon request, for good
cause. During the time that the Permittee is preparing revisions to the approved Dust Control Plan,
the Permittee must still comply with all requirements of these permit conditions.

[County Rule 310 §305] [SIP Rule 310 §305]

B. Allowable Emissions: The Permittee shall not cause, suffer, allow, or engage in any dust generating
or other operation which causes fugitive dust emissions exceeding 20% opacity, even during a wind
event (i.e., during wind speeds of 25 mph or greater).  Exceedances of the opacity limit that occur
due to a wind event shall constitute a violation of the opacity limit.  However, it shall be an
affirmative defense in an enforcement action if the Permittee demonstrates all of the following
conditions:



1) All control measures required were followed and one or more of the control measures listed
below were applied and maintained;

a) Cease dust generating operations for the duration of the condition/situation/event when
the 60-minute average wind speed is greater than 25 miles per hour. If dust generating
operations are ceased for the remainder of the work day, stabilization measures must be
implemented; or

b) Apply water or other suitable dust suppressant ... (once per hour for attainment , twice per
hour for non-attainment); or

c) Apply water as necessary to maintain a soil moisture content at a minimum of 12% as
determined by ASTM Method D2216-98 or other equivalent as approved by the Control
Officer and the Administer of EPA. For areas which have an optimum moisture content
for compaction of less than 12% as determined by ASTM Method D1557-91(1998) or
other equivalent as approved by the Control Officer and the Administer of EPA, maintain
at least 70% of the optimum soil moisture content.

2) The 20% opacity exceedance could not have been prevented by better application,
implementation, operation, or maintenance of control measures;

3) The Permittee compiled and retained records, in accordance with Recordkeeping requirements of
this permit;  and

4) The occurrence of a wind event on the day(s) in question is documented by records. The
occurrence of a wind event must be determined by the nearest Maricopa County Environmental
Services Department Air Quality Division monitoring station, from any other certified
meteorological station, or by a wind instrument that is calibrated according to manufacturer’s
standards and that is located at the site being checked.

[County Rule 310 §301, Table 1, and Table 2] [SIP Rule 310 §301, Table 1, and Table 2]

C. Operational Limitations:

1) Unpaved Access Road: The Permittee shall not allow fugitive dust emissions to exceed 20%
opacity from unpaved access roads and:
a) Shall not allow silt loading equal to or greater than 0.33 oz/ft2; or
b) Shall not allow the silt content to exceed 6%; or
c) As an alternative to meeting the stabilization requirements for an unpaved access road, limit

vehicle trips to no more than 20 per day and limit vehicle speeds to no more than 15 miles
per hour. If complying with these permit conditions must include, in a Dust Control Plan, the
number of vehicles traveled on the unpaved haul/access roads (i.e., number of employee
vehicles, earthmoving equipment, haul trucks, and water trucks).

[County Rule 310 §302.2] [SIP Rule 310 §302.2]

2) Open Area Or Disturbed Surface Area: The Permittee on any disturbed surface area on which no
activity is occurring shall meet at least one of the standards described below, as applicable. The
Permittee shall be considered in violation of this permit if such inactive disturbed surface area is
not maintained in a manner that meets at least one of the standards described below, as
applicable.

a) Maintain a visible crust; or



b) Maintain a threshold friction velocity (TFV) for disturbed surface areas corrected for non-
erodible elements of 100 cm/second or higher; or

c) Maintain a flat vegetative cover (i.e., attached (rooted) vegetation or unattached vegetative
debris lying on the surface with a predominant horizontal orientation that is not subject to
movement by wind) that is equal to at least 50%; or

d) Maintain a standing vegetative cover (i.e., vegetation that is attached (rooted) with a
predominant vertical orientation) that is equal to or greater than 30%; or

e) Maintain a standing vegetative cover (i.e., vegetation that is attached (rooted) with a
predominant vertical orientation) that is equal to or greater than 10% and where the
threshold friction velocity is equal to or greater than 43 cm/second when corrected for non-
erodible elements; or

f) Maintain a percent cover that is equal to or greater than 10% for non-erodible elements; or
g) Comply with a standard of an alternative test method, upon obtaining the written approval

from the Control Officer and the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA).

[County Rule 310 §302.3] [SIP Rule 310 §302.3]

3) Weed Abatement By Discing Or Blading: When engaged in weed abatement, the Permittee shall
comply with the following work practices. Such work practices shall be implemented to meet the
standards described in this permit condition.

a) Apply water before weed abatement by discing or blading occurs; and
b) Apply water while weed abatement by discing or blading is occurring; and
c) Pave, apply gravel, apply water, or apply a suitable dust suppressant, in compliance with

these permit conditions, after weed abatement by discing or blading occurs; or
d) Establish vegetative ground cover in sufficient quantity, in compliance with these permit

conditions, after weed abatement by discing or blading occurs.
[County Rule 310 §308.8] [SIP Rule 310 §308.8]

4) The Permittee shall not allow or engage in the following on a routine basis:
e) Unpaved parking lots;
f) Vehicle use in open areas;
g) Bulk material transport, hauling, handling and open storage piles;
h) Placement of bulk material onto paved surfaces; and
i) Earthmoving operations on disturbed surface areas one acre or greater.  (Earthmoving

activities associated with construction may be conducted after a separate earthmoving permit
is obtained form the Control Officer)

[County Rule 210 §302.1.b(1)] [SIP Rule 210 §302.1.b(1)]

D. Recordkeeping/Monitoring:

If the Permittee is required to submit and obtain approval of a Dust Control Plan, the Permittee shall
keep a daily written log recording the actual application or implementation of the control measures
delineated in the approved Dust Control Plan.  The log or the records and supporting documentation
shall be made available to the Control Officer within 48 hours, excluding weekends, from written or
verbal request.  If the Control Officer is at the site where requested records are kept, records shall be
provided without delay.

[County Rule 310 §502] [SIP Rule 310 §502]



Copies of approved Dust Control Plans, control measures implementation records, and all supporting
documentation shall be retained at least five years from the date such records are established.

[County Rule 310 §503] [SIP Rule 310 §503]

E. Testing:

The following test methods shall be used as appropriate.

1) Opacity Observations:

a) Dust Generating Operations: Opacity observations of a source engaging in dust generating
operations shall be conducted in accordance with County Rules Appendix C, Section 3
(Visual Determination Of Opacity Of Emissions From Sources For Time-Averaged
Regulations) of County Rule 310, except opacity observations for intermittent sources shall
require 12 rather than 24 consecutive readings at 15-second intervals for the averaging time.

[County Rule 310 §501.1(a), County Rules Appendix C Section 3]
[SIP Rule 310 §501.1(a), Appendix C Section 3]

b) Unpaved Access Road: Opacity observations of any unpaved access road shall be conducted
in accordance with County Rules Appendix C, Section 2.1 (Test Methods For Stabilization-
For Unpaved Roads And Unpaved Parking Lots) of County Rule 310.

[County Rule 310 §501.1(c), County Rules Appendix C Section 2]
[SIP Rule 310 §501.1(c), Appendix C Section 2]

2) Stabilization Observations:

a) Unpaved Access Road: Stabilization observations for unpaved access roads shall be
conducted in accordance with County Rules Appendix C, Section 2.1 (Test Methods For
Stabilization-For Unpaved Roads And Unpaved Parking Lots) of County Rule 310. When
more than one test method is permitted for a determination, an exceedance of the limits
established in this permit determined by any of the applicable test methods constitutes a
violation of these Permit conditions.

[County Rule 310 §501.2(b), County Rules Appendix C Section 2]
[SIP Rule 310 §501.2(b), Appendix C Section 2]

b) Open Area Or Disturbed Surface Area: Stabilization observations for an open area and
vacant lot or any disturbed surface area on which no activity is occurring (whether at a work
site that is under construction, at a work site that is temporarily or permanently inactive)
shall be conducted in accordance with at least one of the techniques described in County
Rule 310 subsection 501.2(c), as applicable. The Permittee shall be considered in violation
of this permit if such inactive disturbed surface area is not maintained in a manner that meets
at least one of the standards described in County Rule 310 subsection 302.3, as applicable.

[County Rule 310 §501.2(c)] [SIP Rule 310 §501.2(c)]

3) Silt and Soil Moisture Content Methods:  The test methods listed in this section are adopted by
reference.  These adoptions by reference include no future editions or amendments:

a) ASTM Method C136-96a (“Standard Test Method For Sieve Analysis Of Fine And Coarse
Aggregates”).



b) ASTM Method D2216-98 (“Standard Test Method For Laboratory Determination Of Water
(Moisture) Content Of Soil And Rock By Mass”).

c) ASTM Method 1557-91(1998) (“Test Method For Laboratory Compaction Characteristics
Of Soil Using Modified Effort (56,000 ft-lb/ft3 (2,700 kN-m/m3)”).

[County Rule 310 §504] [SIP Rule 310 §504]
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